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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM: 


SECRETARY KISSINGER 


SUBJECT: 



W. R. Smyser, 

Getting Back to Le Due Tho 
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In accordance with your request, I have drafted a stiffer message to 
Le Due Tho. This was sent to you earlier. Since it was not sent out, 
I have again rewritten it to make some changes required by the 
passage of time and also to add a paragraph warning Tho about the 
possible consequences of a North Vietnamese offensive. 


You may wish to know that during his recent visit to France, Tho was 
relatively friendly in his remarks about you although he expressed 
standard North Vietnamese views on Thieu and on U. S. policy. When 
he was asked about a possible meeting with you during his trip to Paris, 
Tho said he thought that you had already answered this question your- 
self in Tokyo and that you were intelligent enough to understand my 
feelings.’ 1 Tho added: 11 At present, I have no idea about a time for 
such a meeting. 11 


I do not believe that Tho had any expectations or hopes of meeting with 
you in Paris. If the North Vietnamese carry through on their offensive, 
he would want to meet you near the end of that offensive rather than 
near the beginning -- unless the course of the offensive makes a meet- 
ing unnecessary or inadvisable. 


The French (Froment-Meurice) have speculated that Tho came to Paris 
td talk about Cambodia in case the GRUNK got the UN seat. This seems 
far-fetched. Hanoi usually wants to have at least some preparation for 
■ . its diplomatic dealings. Moreover, it has so far carefully avoided any 
oj intermediary diplomatic role on Cambodia. Nonetheless, it is possible 
°J that we may hear more about this from the French. 

I think Tho went to France primarily to get understanding and support 
for North Vietnamese political pressures against Thieu and for the 
upcoming North Vietnamese military operations, as well as for general 
North Vietnamese strategy in Indochina. The North Vietnamese would 
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like to get such understanding and support from the French Government, 
the Vietnamese exiles in Paris, and the French Communist Party. To 
date, only the latter seems to be falling in line. A French Foreign 
Ministry official has told us that Tho met with no French officials in 
Paris, though he sent greetings to the French President, Prime 
Minister, and Foreign Minister. 

There has been no indication of anything dramatic during Tho f s stops 
in Peking and Moscow, but our Embassy in Moscow reports that Soviet 
statements did not pick up Tho's more extreme assertions. Chou 
En-lai met with Tho during Tho's return stop in Peking, but we have 
no indication of the results. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That you approve the attached message to Le Due Tho (Tab A). 


Approve 


Disapprove 
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MESSAGE FOR: 


FROM: 


LE DUC THO 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 
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I am writing to you to express my grave concern at developments 


in Indochina. 


The military actions that your forces have undertaken in South 

# 

Vietnam and elsewhere pose a threat to*the stability of the agreements U/-tv.oV\ 

it-^ieajae-t©-Indochina. HSo-dooa your side’s continued refusal 



to participate in the two-party or four-party talks^c* 


p^ycf-tXJ-a t , 
' \As I said in my messag 


I 


Cy*v» — ^ 


sage of August 19, 1974, President Ford 


believes that we have a choice in the roads that we may take in our 
relationship with each other. We can continue the course of peace 
that we began two years ago or we can depart from it. 

The steps that you have taken^ and are taking^ move away from 
the path of peace toward the path of military confrontation. This 
path has not in the past brought you the results that you desired or 
expected. It has always pr ovo ked o u r-g- rea t e r -^nvolv em cnt -^nd-.Qu r 

gx e a t -e r support of the Republic of Vietnam. It - will - d o the same in 

* * 

the future. You cannot succeed by choosing this course. You can 
only make. further needless sacrifices and bring on confrontations 

i 1 • ■ 

that you will not win. 
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I - havc not yet received an answer from yau regarding your side's 
contribution for the International Commission of Control and 
Supervision. The ICCS, like the two-party and four-party talks, 
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is an essential element of the peace structure. If it falls because 
of your failure to contribute, you will have to bear the onus. 4f your 
side d o afl not make its contributions by January 27, 19 7 5,^ we- will *>v 

W**To 

^ notify^other signatories otAct of Paris. 

-UoJ 1 

I still believe peace is possible in Vietnam. The structures 
that we erected are still in place. Omoi**- side, we continue to have 


the will. But if you choose the path to war, you must bear a heavy 
responsibility before your own people, before the world at large, 
and before history. 
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